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'Arithor of this Epiſtle is toſhow, "That Chrilt 1 
| Snbſtance-and Foundation of the:Ceremgnial | 
Which of t' KK, without telation 'bo hun, was of i 


Heb. 13. 1 6. 
But todo good, and to communicate, for- 
get not ; for with ſuch $ «riſe God 
- well ORR at | 


\ His Epiſtle, whether wrote ws s. Paxl c or 
y 42 S. Luke, was direted:to 'the Hebrews ; 
1 EE that is, to the Jews —— 


\ ed to- CONE? pally 
Jndea ind Zn Hin who 


Corwin: tacir Converſion, by 
reaſon of their weakneſs and Progr 1 
Raſon indulged the pra and abfervance 6 ie the 
Rights and Orremordes — the Jewiſh: OS ih 5-for 
which they retamed io great an eſteem 
on, as if they ſtill expected to be wooem Ng on 

and ſo did not i png to do, pre/'on to that 
Spirituality and: Ner2 A revealed fnth>Goſcl, of 
which thoſe Legal Ceremonies were at the'beſt but 


"Types aridShadows. 


And therefore the rincipal defign and drife of by 


A 2 WS 
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4 Encouragement to Charity. 
value : but having fulfilled it in himſelf, the force 
and obligationof 1t was taken away; and:that thoſe 
Sacrifices and external Purgations, which were onely 
Shadows of things to come, were now to give place 
to the true meritorious Sacrifice of Chriſt himſelf, 
which he had offered up as a full Propitiationfor the 
ſins of the whole world. And-therefore preſſes all 
along upon theſe converted Fews, that leaving thoſe 
- tow arid. beggarly Elements: and-Inftitutions, they 
' would perſevere in the Faith of Chriſt, and in the 
"Pradtice of the Gofpel, which ts the true and rea- 
ſonable ſervice of wer, much more acceptable ta God 
than the bloud of Bulls or Goats, or 'the whole Pa- 
geantry of the Legal Sacrifices. 
And this particularly is'the Argument he purfues 
m this laſt Chapter, of which my Texts a part; for 
17 the tenth Verſe he plainly ſays, We (that- is, we 
\ Chriſtians) have an Altar, whereof they have no right to 
' eat, that ſerve at the Tabernacle: that is, that Chriſt 
the onely Chriſtian Altar, to which we bring all our 
' Chriſtian 'Sacrifices, will not be beneficial to them 
that depend upon the Law of Moſes 3- which he fux- 
' ther exemplifies in the 11, 12,-and 13 Verſes; 3-and 
then in the: 15 Verſe,: the Verſe immediately , prece- 
ding my Text, tells them what fort of Sacrifice they 
' ſhould offer, not that of the Bodies of Beaſts,” byt 
' the true' Cliriftian Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſpi- 
ving, which they were not onely once, but continy- 
ally to offer up, in acknowledgment of the great 
"power and goodneſs of God. By him therefore let 
ws offer up the Sacrij.ce | of Praiſe continually, that 
i, the Frit of our Lips, giving thanks to his Name, 
'Verſe x5: And'then in'the words of my Text. pro- 
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ſed. 
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 ceeds to recommend another Chriſtian Duty, which 


God. will prefer before any Ceremony or Legal Sa- 
dei ger wh is Beneficence and 6 fr wi / ſick 7 
gooa, ana to communicate orget not, for with ſuc 
crifices God is well pleaſed. G 
Dy good,. that is, to-others that need. your aſfiſt- 


| ance; as far. asyou can, endeayour to be beneficial 
. to. them. - Ard communicate;that ismore particularly, 
let thoſe; that warit partake,of your plenty, for the 


relief. of their neceflities; - For with ſuchſacrifites God 
is well pleaſed,that is, this is a, Duty which God: par- 
uires: of you under the Goſpel ; the per- 


ticularly = 
formance of which will: be; more acceptable to him, 
than any Sacrifices under the Law, 


The ſubject of my enſuing Diſcourſe from theſe 
, words ſhall be to ſhew, 
© 1. That aQts of Beneficence and Charity are in a 
more peculiar way Duties of the Goſpel. 

2. Shew what further olds. £4 there. are 
for the. performance of them,from the very nature 
of theſe Duties themſelves in ſome particulars. 

3. TheDuty of thoſe that are relieved by others 


Charity, in' way of a more particular Application to. 
_ this preſent occaſion. 


I hall begin with the firſt particular propor 
Wo That ads.of Beneficence and : Charity are in-a 


more peculiar and: eminent way. Duties of: the Go-- 


f 

57 we conſider the Hiſtory. of the Life of our Bleſ- 

ſed. Saviour, and the Precepts he delivers to, the 

world in his holy Goſpel, we may find it.to.be one of: 

the 6. principal Dcligns of his FRE Wee" 
| t 


a . 

s Envour agement $9 Charity. 

the roupgh/and churliſh Diſpofitions of men;-and 1n- 

ſtead thereof to' reſtore the decayed Principles of 

Humanity and Goodnefs to- their firlt 'pertecti- 

EE Aw $name 1 Han bon 
And therefore he made choice of that mean and 
humble form in which he appeared when he was - 
here upon earth, as that wherein he was moſtlike- 
ly, with- the beft advantage to 'recommend thoſe | 
Principles,by which - he'defipned toreform-the cor- | 
eipied] manners of the - world.” 'And 10 C__ it was 
in his power, yet- he took not upon him the | 
State- and Majefty of a King, he affeted not Power | 
and Empire, the great' Idols of this world, but took 
upon him the foray of a Servant, that ſo in that Diſ- 
guiſe 'converſing” familiarly with 'the meaneſt of 
the people, he might the better put in practice thoſe 
Dodrines of Goodneſs and Charity he was to deli- 
ver to the world, and by his example alſo teach 
Mankind this Leflon, That men are born not for 
themſelves, but for the benefit of others ; and that 
it is much more defirable to be good than to be 

reat. TE 
And+ though the Fews were generally blinded 

with a falſe notion they had entertained, of a glort- 

ous and triumphant Meſſzeh, who they fancied was 

to go out before them to Battel, (like Moſes or Fo- | 
fa) and fubdue and conquer all their Enemies, ] 
Yet we find onr Saviour himſelf lajd down a quite 
different Character of the true Meſſzah, in the 1 1th. 
Chapter of Matthew, Verſe 5:- where after Joh the 
Baptiſt 1n Verſe 3. had ſent two of his Diſciples to 
him to know, Whether be were the Jame that fhowltl 
come, or whether they ſhold expef? mother 5 that is/whe- 


ther 


—W—_— 


Py 


Entoteragonent" fo Churrty. 74 
ther he were the Chriſt or no: 'he returns finm one” 
Iy this Anſwer it! that 5th. Verfe, Tell hinr (fard he) 
As e hear and ſee, that the blind receive their ſight, 
that rows walk, Fhat: the legers are cleanſed, Wh ;he 
deaf hear, that the dead art"raiſed; and the fob have the 
Goſpel preached; into thenr,” Ther eby giving the trac 
marks by which Chriſt the: Meſſrah was to be known, 
ziz,notr byhis Power and ontward OreatneF, but by 
the offices of Goodiiefs andKindnefs he'was. to'do in 
the world, particularly to the Poor; ro' whom he was 
in an eſpecial. manner to preach the glad tidings of 
the Goſpel. | 
"The Son"of man cine ot "to be miniftied "ant, (as 
he” fays himfdf, Mazth.20,28:Ybur to Robes. iid" to* 
condefeend to "the meaneſt utmanity and” 
Kindnefs to the poor and the abject which k- per 
formed withgreat compaſſion, thoroughout the whole 


courſe of his Life.” 
This was. his conftaht practice; x we fin& dn, the 


Hiftory of the Gofſpe), to which his* Dodrine was' 
exaCtly | ſuitable. His f Sermon and Diſcourfts'to the 
people were, all tc the famepmmrooſe :' hs did not.en-" 
tertlin his DiſcipleswitH mee and hiph-fown Specu-? 
lations, (according,to the" TE way of the Gehtile' 
Philoſophers ) which ſhould 'onely anuit their minds! 
with unprofitable and impraq Gicable Notions, that: 
tended tp. realandiſubſtanitial good : But his Dv- 

Qrines” were purely for the ufe* and real” Benefit” of 
mankind, for the eſtabliſhment of Peace, and'Eave;, 

and KindneG in the world; and for. the "reftrainin 


and curbin; nmege Dbons, which: 5 

met tniſchievous, 'or at beſt very to'one ang-" 

het. ' HIYA was the'S erfelf Liw of ——_ 
c 


WA, 


- that the-ob 


gates. 
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courſe more particularly to Charity,- why 
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8 Encouragement to Charity. 


Charity, according to the utmoſt extent in the great- 


eſt Comprehevſion that ever yet it was propoſed to 


the world. 
 . He comma 


cy 


. . 4 * 


s us not: onely to love our Neigh- 


bours and Friends, with whom we peaceably and _ 


amicably live in the fame civil Society, but alſo that WM 
we love our -enemits, and: thoſe that hate ws. _ He com-\ 
mands -us not onely not to revenge an injury (which - 
was the. higheſt Rrain any Philoſophers ever reach'd 


to in their Principles, few fo. high in their Praftice) 


but iriſtead of evil to- return good, to bleſs thoſe that 


.carſe us, and to ſhew kindneſs to thoſe that deſpitefully 


uſe-#s, He commands us to beſt 


IE ALITIOANS tow our Charity, not 
at large to any perlons we may. haye a fancy and in- 


[ 


dination. to, but he peefulany cerorininen © poorer 


very Enemies ; If thine enemy unger give him breadgf 
be thirſt give him drink . _ 

- Theſe are the Principles of Humanity 'and: Good- 
nefs, he has recommended to 'the- praftice .of the 


C £ 


world, refined and ſublimated to the higheſt degree 


_ of PerfeQion, that Humane Nature is capable of And 


thus we ſee how this DiyineLaw of Loveand Cha- 
S124. 4 ; j b. @ wv i%4# £ & & "3813 5 Af Bal i Sa 2 
rityis preſſed upon all Chriltiang, both. by the ex- 
ample and | cons commands. of our Saviour; 6. 
t the - obſervance of it is not. left to our liberty 
for a Free-will Offering, whey we may ſuperero- 
but it is eſential £9 true Ghriſtianity, without 
chwe can inno wiſe pretend to be the Diſciples. 


Ve are not therefore to think '(to apply this Diſ-. 
yhuch T mainly 

Ong Far | 

er, Cproyided it be 
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 Proprietof, in reſpe& of the Worldly Eſtate, which 
certain terms and limitations, who has made ſome 


\. Paid out to the Poor and the Diſireſſed. 


ry 


-mecrly _ —_ can _- reaſonably :think that 


Encouragement to Charity. © 
by means allowable by the Law) is preſently. all our. 
own ; and that. when once we have got it into our 


clutches, we may diſpoſe of it as we pleaſe. No 
man in this World is a Free-holder, and an abſolute 


_ he polſleſſes, but. he has it from God, under ſome 
Reſerves, and allotted ſome Penſions that are to be 


Thi Rich are only Gods Stewards and Almoners, 
a ith Fhom he intruſts the Relief of their Neceſſitons 

Brethi&. Now, if they ſpend the Portion of the 
Poor im Riot and Superfluity, or any other way di- 
vert" ityfrom the uſe it was deſigned, they are falſe 


to the -Lruſt Almighty God has F repoſe 1n them; 
they $ and defraud-the Poor, and are _ the 
matter as Criminal as thoſe that pick their Pockets, 


and rifle. their Houſes, for which. their Great Lord 
will one day call them to a ſevere account. © - 
 And-indeed, if the Goſpel were filent;; the com- 
mon Principles of Natural -Reafon and 'Equity 
would in great meaſure enforce this Duty. For can 
we oo ing that God, the Wiſe Creator and 'Go- 
vernour of all things, who .-———— not. the high 
looks of the Proud, and is ' no ReſpeFer- of Perſons, 
ſh6uld be ſo favourable and partial to the Rich, and 
to the Great, as to beſtow upon them ſuch Plenty 
and Superfluity, without ſome Reſervation, for the 
_ neceſſary Support, at leaſt, of thoſe who have' the 
ſame Common Principles of Nature, and are equally 
the Workmanſhip of his own Hands. -  « 
Or, if Societies of men were. joyned :t her 


the DEE 


10 ÞFEnconragement to Gharity. 
the meaner and lower ſort - of People Would ever 
willingly conſent, or quietly fabmit-to ſo unequal, 
nay, ſo. unjuſt an;Eſtabliſhment, as that which rai- 
ſeth Tome to ſo' vaſt a height and greatnes, whilſt 

they themſelves are deſtitute of the neceflary ſup- 
ports of Lafe, without remedy 2 Js it reaſonable 
that the Head, and ſome other of the more Honou- 
rable Parts of the Body, fhould be filled with preti- 
ous Ointments and Perfumes, decked and adorned 
mn the moſt. coſtly and extravagant manner, while 


no care or repard ſhould be had ito the Feet and Ss 


other viler Parts, which do the:common dr y 
of the Body, and are the chief ſupport ofthe whole? 
No, there ought certainly ' to bs a a proportionable 
care for all the, Members, /becauſe they partake of 
- the fame Nature, and. perform their ditin fundti- 
ans.im:the:common offices of Life. 
And ſo ought :it alſo-to be in: Societies -of men, 
the Rich,; and the Powerful, and the Honourable, 
who are maintained and; ſupparted in their Great- 
ne by the Services of Meaner Berfons, ave obliged 
in way of juſt Recompence to take iſzeb under their. 
care and protethon, and out-of 'their Superfluities, 
as often as occafion requires, make the low and-mean 
Eſtate; . to. which the others quietly ſubmit, ifor the 
fake of Order and _ Ee as  ſupportable ind 
comfortable as is. 
Now, if ut- CE Saldenl 4 1m what 'way, or-after 
what -proportian this Charitable Relief is to be diſtri- 
buted to Perſons in Wart and Diſtreſs ; I anſwer, it 
1s to be done without any bounds or limitation, 
both for the Manner -and the Mealure;-but ſuch as 
Chriſtian Prudence ſhall D—— determine. x 
J ought 


ought, out of our greater Experience and Knowledpe, 

to nr and adviſe the [enoraxt, with nears. 
to defend and prote& the [zmocert from Oppreſfion, 
and with our Riches and Abundance to relieve the 
- Wants and Neceflities of the Poor and Þrdigert, with- 
out any determinate ſtint 3 but according to our 
Abilities, and according to. what the Exigence of 
others may require. 'And in this Latitude and Ex- 
tent are theſe Aﬀs of Bereficence and Charity, in a 
more peculiar way, Duties of Goſpel : which was 
the firſt Particular. . 

But, beſides this obligation of Duty, I ſhall, as I 
propoſed, fhew, - We; | 

Secondly, The farther Encouragements we have 
to the Performance of theſe Afts of Bereficence and 
Charity, from their own nature :' in that, _ . | 

Firſt, They are agreeable to the Principles of Hx- 
manity, and highly grateful to a Generous temper in 
the very Performance. TY 

Secondly, They give us great fatisfadtion of Mind 
at the time of our Death. | | 

Thirdly, They make us live in the World after 
Death, by perpetuating our. Names and- Meme- 
TIES. | , | 

Fourthly, They lay a good and fare foundation 
for Everlaſting Life in the World that is to come: 

Firſt, Theſe Ads: of Kindneſs and: Charity are 
agreeable to the Principles of Nature, and- highly. 
grateful to a Generous Temper in the- Perfor- 
TMance. | RK Re 237+ 8 
© However, - AtheiſticaF Perſons, to make way-for- 
their falſe and impions Principles, think fit ta:ſcavn- 
_  dalize Humane Nieture, bw gs ſenting Men as _—_ 
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and 'Tygres, and Beaſts of Prey, prone to tear and 
devour one another, and at liberty. to do it-by thetr 
| Natural Principles ;, yet this is an impudent and ma- 
licious Slander of their own and the Devils deviz 


ling, whereby God is diſhonoured and Mankind 
avuled,” | 


. » The Law of Love and Charity, and Compalſon, is 


the firſt - and moſt Ancient Law, and has a direct 
foundation in Natzre 1t ſelf, being interwoven in 
the very frame and contexture of our Bodies 3 We 
are not hewn out of azRock that is obdurate and 
inſenſible, bur are. made up of the ſofter and more 
relenting Principles of . Fleſh and Blood, which 
would incline us to-be kind, merciful, and compaſſi- 
onate, were. it not that. Pride, Ambition, Luſt, and 
Worldly-mindedneſs ( Creatures of - the Devil ) did 
y degrees corrupt and vitiate the true Principles 
and Inclinations of Natxre,. and choak thoſe ſeeds of 
Humanity ( which though oppreſled ) lye deeply: 
rooted. in every mans heart. | | 
But to a good. and generons Temper orgs 1s ſo. 
grateful and voluptuous as to do Good, and diſcharge 
ts Pity, in ſome;kind and charitable Office. Nature 
it lf i. powerful Within, who with great Zeal in- 
tercedes in the bthalt of the Poor .and. AffiiGed, and 
to be fure, pleads heartily upon that Argument, be-. 
cauſe ſhe'then pleads for Self; that ſhe may thereby 
aliay the Pain of her. Compaſſion, and- eaſe the di- 
ſtrets of her own Bowels.. * 6/58 
And ſurely any ingenious Perſon, that has been 
exetciſed' in the of this delightful Duty of 
Charity, will not eſteem-his Obligation to-it to be; 


any burden or heavy Impoſition p ll cheerfully b-* 
ks 8 y a7 | ang . 
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2nd joyfully-take the advantage"of every Opportu- 


nity of performing it; for the'very Pleaſure and'$a- 
tisfattion of mind that attends it. avert 
| Now though this is an Entertainment with which 


few Worldlings and ill- natur d men are aequainted, 


yet to well affeed "Minds it is moſt pleaſant; and 
the parting with Riches in ſuch a way 1s much 
more delightful than either the getting.or ſpending 
of them upon themſelves; © SOIT EPS Fice 

' The Pleaſure of thus doing Good 15 far: greater 
than that of receiving it. To relieve a Poor afflicted 
man in his Diſtreſs, and to reſcne him from the Evils 
with which he was oppreſſed; is a God-like a@, re- 


 {embling that of the Creation,” a Prerogative Roy+ 


al of the Almighty communicated to poor mortal 
Creatures, - whereby they become ( what our firſt Pa+ 
rents vainly affeted:by their Diſobedience ) ever as 
Goals. - 2 EN F474, s; 7.2 2 TO | 

. For he that is thus enabled to raiſe a poor forlorn 


Creature, that- is deſtitute of Help, and give him 


Comfort (a new and an unknown thing to him ) 
does, as it were; create-ſuch a man, and: - him 


out of\Nothing, and: he that relieves one faln from 


a proſperous State: into Miſery and 'Diſtreſs; raiſes 
him in a manner from the Dead, and endues' hint 
with a-ſecond Life. SIND: 


Now what greater Digatey and Honour than this. 
can Humane Nature be capable of or 'what ſhould 
more reaſonably fatisfie the utmoſt Ambition of men; 
than tobe thus put in:the Place of God himſelf, to 
be clothed with the Robes-of his Royalty, and have 
the Signature of that Power, which. is Divine, im- 
rinted/ uport them? -And thus we ſee: how the =w_ 
| "WM 
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ice of this Duty of Charity, is both Delightful'and 
- Honourable, and every way agreeable to the Incli-, 
nations of a great and generous Mind : which was 
the fiſt Encouragement propoſed, from the Nature 
. of the Duty it (elf F< 
Secondly, as the Performance of theſe Duties of 
K indneſs and Charity 1s highly agreeable and grate- 
nl to our Natures, ſo 'will the Reflection -upon it 
give us great Conſolation at.the hour of Death. 
And certainly:there is nothing a man onght more 
'to labour after, than that he may: fo frame his Life, 
'that he may with Quiet and Confidence leave this 
World when God ſhall call him hence; and if he 
cannot attain to this, he can never eſteem himſelf 
happy in any Condition whatſoever, becauſe thoſe 
fd apprehenfions he will have at that laſt and dread- 
ful hour, if he be not thus prepated, will deface and 
utterly blot out the Remembrance of all the Joyes 
and the Pleaſures of his former Life. - eh? 
Now there is nothfng ſo cheer and revive a 
mans Spirit at his Death, (except the intereſt he ap- 
prehends in the merits of Chriſt) as the RefleGtion 
upon' the Gaod he has done in-the World in his Life 
time; then will his Alms and Oblations, and all the 
- Offices of Kindnefs: he has done; preſent themſclves 
before him to his unſpeakable comfort, and ſupport 
* his fainting and drooping Spirit, in that time of Na- 
tures great Diſtreſs. When the Remembrance of all 
worldly Felicity and. Greatneſs will bring nothing 
alorg with it, but Torment and: Vexation of Spirit. 
 Fhe Epicure will find ther but little Comfort when 
he ſhall conſider with himſelf, how he has: ſpene the 
Portion: of the Poor-in' Riot and Luxury, and 
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Enconragement $o:Gbarity. 15 
pampered .lns-Lufts with that which Ghould have re- 
The molt Magnificent and Stately Monarch will 

not then be.at all affe&ed with the Pomp-and Great- 
nefs of his former Life, nor be pleaſed with the Re- 
membrance of thoſe - great and bloody Explonts, 
whereby he has made himſelf terrible to the Newh- 
bouring Nations. Though he bas conquered and 
ſubdued Kingdomes, and-fet up the Trophies of his 
Vidories in every Place, yet what Camfont will. all 
this give him, when he is at the point to die? Will 
the Plains ftrowed with the dead Bodies, of his van- 
iſhed Enemies be a Scene of Delignt to his diſhur- 


. on 
bed and diſordered Fancy ? or the -Lamentation of 


Widows and Orphans, which his Sword has made; 
be muſick im his Eares, and drive away the Melan- 
choly from :his Heart, at that uncomfortable hour 2 
No, the Memory of his former Oppzeſitonsand Cru- 
elvies will +a: torment him, the. frightful-Ghoſts of 
thoſe thouſands, which for his:Luft, or his Ambiti- 
en, or his Avarice, he has murder'd and deftroy'd, 
will ftare him m the Face, and make dreadful In-: 

ns upon his. guilty and troubled Mind; and fo 
he muſt needs leave the World 1n great Horrour and 
Confuſion. But the good Deeds 'of the juit :Com-. 
fort and refreſh his Spirit, when he lies upon his bed 
of languiſhing, and - fo he ſurrenders up his Soul 
with: nce into the hands -of :God the Jaſt and 
Righteous Judge. It pleaſes him then:to think, that 
be tap not been hurtful, nor altogether unprofitable 
to the World, having done fomething for the good 
of it before he left itz eſpecially if he have cont. 
ved the ſettlement of his Gharity.to. ſucceeding wy 
” INE | | = 


£4 —_—— 
— anna te. ith Ct. 
. 


16 CFEnconragement to Charity. 
he may then be content-and well pleaſed to put off 
mortality,and live in thoſe Works of Piety he leaves 
behind ; for the Deſign and End of his Life,- having 
been only to do Good, the will eafily be diſpoſed to 
die willingly, when he knows he ſhall continue his 
doing of Good after his Death; he will without any 
Trouble part with Life, becauſe he is to enjoy the 
true benefits of it, when he is dead, living more de- 
fireably this way, than.in a natural Off-ſpring, where- 
Dy moſt men fendly tmagine they perpetuate them- 
aves.j- - 

For the Affinity of Bloodawill ſoon be worn out, 
and what Concern-and Intereſt has a man in a di- 
ſtant Poſterity? beſides, he knows not how ſoon it 
may degenerate and prove unworthy to inherit his 
laboursz and this very Confidetation caſt a damp 
upon Solomon the wileft of men, in the midſt of his 
Greatneſs, 2 Eecleſ. 18. 19. TI hated, faid he, al 
the Labour I had taken under the Sun, becauſe I mn 
leave it to the man that ſhall be after me,. and who © 
knoweth whither he ſhall be a Wiſe man or a Fool? yet 
ſhall he haze Rule over all my Labour wherein I have la- 
boured, and wherein 1 have ſhew'd my ſelf Wiſe under 
the Sun. 

But a man that does what good he can in his Life 
time, and then leaves the remainder of his Subſtance 
for an Inheritance to the Poor when he dies, ſatisfies 
himſelf, that what he leaves behind is diſpoſed of to 
Pious uſes, according to his hearts defire, and: by 


this means he makes the moſt of this World, that 1s 


poſſible, enjoying it as much and as far as is conft- 
ſtent with this State of Mortality, and perpetuates 


| /his Memory to the beſt Advaritage to fiicceeding 


Genera- 


— 
—" 
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Generations ; Which leads me tothe third -Encou- 
ragement propoſed. (1c: 
Thirdly, AGs of Bereficence and Charity do after 
the belt and moſt honourable way perpetuate our 
Names and Memories toPoſterity. | SE . 

A good Name (iays Solomon) is as precious Oyniment ; 
and there1s nothing which the more Ingenious part 
of mankind more earneſtly affe&t, than a good Repu- 
tation, and toleave a fair remembrance of themſelves 
and their Actions, to the Ages that are to come : but 
the greater part of men being blinded with Ambiti- - 
on and Vain-glory, court a falfe Reputation, and pro- 
x rather to leave a great than a good Name behind 
tNem. | | 
In vain do great Princes think to perpetuate their 
Memories, . by magnificent and ſtately Buildings. of 
Stone or Marble, for Poſterity to gaze on, which add 
nothing to their true Honour, but are rather Records 
and Monuments of their Pride and Vanity. 

| In vain do the great Troublers of the world en- 
deavour to be magnified in Story for their mighty 
Congqueſts, (a Gentile. word in uſe amongſt the great, 
whereby Murder and Robbery are expreſſed in a more 
civil and courtly manner 3) forinſtead of that Glory 
and Renown they think to get, they bring (in the 
opinion of all good and vertuous men) a ſcandal 
and an everlaſting infamy upon themſelves. 

For what are the great things they would have re- 
corded of them to poſterity? that they have brought 
great Ruines aud Deſolations upon Mankind, depo-' 
pulated great Kingdoms and Countries, and commit- 

ted Crimesand Barbarieties too great for Juſtice to take 
notice of, Theſe are the worthy Atchievements wy 
= Ce 


18 Encouragement to Charity. 
deſire to have related, which are ſo far from doing 
them any Honour, that they are an eternal reproach 
to their Memories. 

- But theAGions of the juſt and good man, who en- 
deavours in his life-time to be benefictal to. Man- 
kind, are as a ſweet-ſarelling ſavour, his bexeficence and 
charity perfume his memory to all Generations 3 he 
is remembred by the tokens of Goodneſs he has left 
behind him. t- 

All good men will do him (honour, as a great 
BenefaQtor to the World, rehearſing with praiſe and 
admiration the noble*and generous Ads he did in 
his life-timez how kind, how good, how: courteous, 
how bountiful he was; how he relieved the poor, 
proteGed the imnocert, comforted the ae, and 
according to theutmoſt of his power advanced the 
happinefs and proſperity of wankind. 
Now ſucha Memorial as this 1s worthy to be re- 
corded to poſterity, {much to be preferred before 
a long and vain Inſcription in Marble or Braſs, rela- 
ting a pompous ſtory of bloudy Slaughters that 
have beencommitted.) This is the Name that 
1s the true and proper Portion and Inheritance of 
the Juſt, whereby he lives in the minds of the good 
and the verinozs, with whom his Memory 1s precious, 
and his Name honourable; which was the third En- 
couragement to this ſort of good works, 

Fourthly and laſtly, theſe works of Charity lay a 
good and firm foundation for eternal lifein theworld 
To come, as the Apoſtle particularly declares in 
1 Tr-.6. v.17,18,79. Charge them(ſays he) that are 
rich in this world, that they benot high minded, nor truſt 
in nncertain riches, but in the livingGod, who- giveth P 
os os all 
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all things richly to enjoy, that they do good, and that they 
be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate, laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life. Where S. Panl gives counſel and dire- 
Qion, how the rich ſhould lay out their wealth to- 
the beſt advantage and 'improvement, viz. that they 
ſhould give it to the poor,- and that thereby they 
would make the beſt ſort of purchaſe, even a purchaſe. 
of eternal life, and ſecure a Treaſure in Heaven, where 
moths do not corrupt, and where thieves do not break tho- 
rough and Seal ; an Inheritance: that is everlaſting, 
that.fadeth tot away, that is eternal in the Heavens. $0 
that we ſee the onely way. to preſerve our Riches is. 
thus, to part with -them 3 for what we keep we are. 
forced toleave behind, but what we give away we. 
earry along with us. 568 

' When Princes die, they cannot carry away: their: 
wealth ,” neither does any of their Pomp and their 
Glory follow them 3 Naked came they-into this world, 
and naked muſt they return ; they brought nothing with 
them, and 'tis certain'they can carry nothing owt. © 

- But' the good deeds of the jaſt and compaſſionate 
man follow him into the other world; nay, rather* 
they go: before: to 'prepare'a place for- him $ and - 
therefore our Saviour himſelf m Luke 16:9. gives: us: 
this advice, that in our life-time whileſt we have op- 
poxtanity, we ſhould make us friends of our unrighteous” 
$2#m0n, ((o he- calls the riches of this World) that-ſ# 
when: we ful they may receive'ws into everlaſting habita-- 
tos... [: ks 4 

By which we ſee, that the poor which: we relieve- 
if they belong to the —_— of faith, are fo _ 
SIE. I 2 ar- 
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20 Encouragement to Charity. 
Harbingers.ſent before,to open the Gates of Heaven, 
and to prepare a Place for us. They will then. bear 
Teſtimonie of our Deeds of Charity towards them in 
their Diſtres, before God and his Holy Angels; 
upon which Depoſition of Theirs our Saviour, the 
Juſt and Righteous Judge, will pronounce that com- 
fortable Sentence, in the 15 Mat. v. 35. Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, and inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you bejore the Foundation of the World, for 1 was an 
hungred, and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty, and ye 
gave me drink; I was a Stranger, and ye took me in; 
naked, and ye clothed me; 1 was ſick, and ye viſited me; 
I was in Priſon, and ye came-unto me. For verily. I 
ſay unto jon, in as much as. you have done it to theſs 
you have done it unto me; enter therefore into the Joy of 
your oper 1 
And thus have I diſpatched alſo the ſecond gene- 
ral Head propoſed, the Encouragements that are for 
the :Performance of this Duty of Charity from its 
Nature and Effeqs, thorough the whole Courſe and- 
Progreſs of it. The Practice of it is pleaſant to us whilſt. 
we live; the Remembrance. of it comfortable. when. 
we die; the Hiſtory of it is honourable to our Me- 
mories after Death; and. beſides all this, it layes-a- 
firm Foundation for everlaſting Life in the World: 
that is to come. 
. It now only remains that I proceed to the third: 
and laſt thing propoſed, briefly to ſhew what are 
- the Duties of thoſe that are or have been relieved. 
by others Charity, as. a more particular Application 
to this Aſſembly. I ſhall inſtance in theſe two. fol- 
lowing Particulars... 
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T1. There is required Commemoration of the K indneſs 


thus received. 
2. An hearty Endeavour to anne the Deſigns and 


Inentions of il 

x. There is required a grateful Commemoration 
of the Kindneſs and the Charity thus reccived. 

And this is a return which Nature it ſelf and the 
common Principles of: Gratitude dictate to all men: 
He that can receive a'Kindneſs, and not be at all ſen- 
ſible: of it; is a Monſter'of: Barbarity, unfit t0- con- 
verſe with Mankind, and 'unworthy tor receive any 
Offices of Humanity. And' therefore the leaſt and 
loweſt-Degreg of Acknowledgment: we can make is 
to be heartilPeffofted with it, and upott all Occafi- 
ons endeavour to preſerve and: revive- the memory 
of our BenefaQors, and-that charitable Aſſiſtance we 
have received fron then. 

And certainly- in a-more* ſpecial mariner all char 
any. way relate to this noble and*ample' Foundation; 
have abundant Reaſon to 'magmfy*the Goodneſs of 
God, for that: plentiful. Proviſion he has made for 
them by the pious Charity of our munificent Foun- 
der, whoſe Memory we'this'Day celebrate, uporr 
which occaſion. our. hearts ought tobe 'enlay 
with a grateful Senſe of thoſe great Mercies God'l 
conveyed to us by his meats. ' 

You that are of the younger fart "mw to confiter 
with your ſelves, how great Obligations'you have 
to a Pious Gratitude upon' the account of thoſe great 
Bleffings you receive in this'Place; here are you: 
nouriſhed and bred up with that care, as if you were 
in your own Fathers Houſes ; with thatInd 


© __ tender Age, as if you were {till under the 
wings: 
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wings of your Mothers: Here are-many of you re- 
ſcued from the ſad and grievous preſſures of Pover- 
ty, and the dreadful effects of it ; and delivered from 
the Calamities of a low and a baſe Fqxtaune, and the 
Temptations :towhich 1t uſually expoles men to. All 
things are ,here provided for your comfortable Subs 
ſiftence, without any Care -or Pains of your own; 
you are fed as the Young Ravers to which. our-Savis 


+ 


. Our alludes,; Litke,12. v, 24:/you' avly open” your 
: Moythg, -call, upon God, and are filled with: gc 


Things:. ., You,neither ſpin nor toil,//but are clothed 


as.the Lilles,of the'Fitld; and what is far more yalu- 


able than, all this, ,you'have means attorded you of 
an.iogeniaus gud wartugud Educations”: 1 
.. Your tender-natyres are ſeaſoned with early. Prin- 
ciples of Picty and. goed Literature, whereby (if 
you are not wanting to your ſelves) you may be 
fitted for future. Imployment, :in your ſeveral wayes, 
to the Honour'gt God, the: Credit:of the: F onnder, 
the Comfartof, your Paxents,; thegoadof the Church, 


and the, Service'of your, King and: Country, All 


which geat-gnd-Hgnal Mercies cry.aloud to you for 
a grateful Acknowledgments 107 oo 
: And.you !that are, old and-iGray-headed, are-un- 
denng la Obligations 1.77" 57 
Conſider with your ſelves: haw happily you may 
paſs your declining 2ge in:this Place, if youduly im- 
xove thale Qppartanities-yourdoſenjoy.,! You have 

cre.a fafe and. quiet; Rietreaty fami the) Cares! aneb 

and, the. Troubles of 'Life; being free from the noiſe 
and. Buzzle of the; World; ; and at perfect leaſure/to 
compole: your,' minfy and; fit: your {eives:for your aps 
proaching. end... {death} many times. ——— 
other 
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other men at unawares, whilſt they are in the hurry 
of: buſineſs, and engaged in a hot and eager purſuit 
after Worldly projets, which makes him more dread-- 
ful when he appears ; but certainly, thoſe in your 
ſtate of -Life can; never be- ſurprized-by Death, be- 
cauſe you have nothing elſe to do, but to expect 
him; and by ſtaring him continually in the face, 
his viſage muſt needs: become leſs terrible unto. 
you. In the.mean while, you bave.nothing to di- 
ſturb your minds or diſtract your thoughts, but are 
at liberty wholly to apply your ſelves to the Service 
of God,” to. make your peace with him, and pa- 
_tiently expect and. wait "till your great change 

came. to £297 F | 35s 

You are palled over the troubleſome and: tempe- 
{tnous Sea of this'World, and are arrived at an.har- 
bour of Reſt, where all things are calm and quiet, 
from whence you may look. out and ſee the World 
round about you:in Confuſion and Diltration,” and 
every one ( as in a great ſtorm ) tumbling* and 
toſling up and down, not knowing where to: find 
any Secure and Reſting Place 3 whillt: Toz. enjoy 
Peace, and Eaſe, and Retirement; a fate of Life 
which the greateſt Monarehs have envied, and have 
reſigned their Crowns and Empires, .and (tript theme 
fclves of all their Worldly glory, that they might 
only ſecure to themſelves: before their death, ſome 
few ſuch happy and quiet hours as you enjoy :. and 
therefore ought yox alſo be ſeriouſly and thankfully 
affe&ted for all thoſe Advantages you receive from: 
the hand of God, let your Fares be filled; with 
[Fhankſgiving, and . your mouths with his Praiſe 3 
Yea, let all 'both Towrg and 'Oid joyn tognghcr in - 
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conſort, ſinging Halelujakyand Anthems of Praiſe to 


the Name of the moſt High, whoſe Goodneſs is infi- 
mte, and whoſe Mercies are over all his Works. 
But, | | 

Secondly, A'bare Acknowledgment is not ſuffici- 
ent ; there is a farther duty required of thoſe that 
lIiveupon Charity, which is, that they anſwer the 
deſigns and intentions of their BenefaGors, by living 
according to the Rules preſcribed them, and by ma- 
king Improvements anſwerable to the Encourage- 
ments they do receive. ] 43 

And therefore (to apply this more particularly) 
the younger ſort ' here ought with all poſſible dili- 

ence and induſtry, to endeavour to improve them- 

Ives in Learning, and Piety, and Good manners ; 
for _—_ ns, ſo Liberal a Maintenance is al- 
lowed. 

And the Aged ought to ſequeſter themſelves from 

the World, at leaſt from the Cares, the Luſts, and 
the Vanities of it, and attend carefully and conſtant- 
ty upon the Service of God and all holy Duties, 
that fo living ſoberly, godlily, and circumſpedtly, 
they may bein a continual readineſs and prepara- 
tion to expect the ſummons of Death, which they 
are daily to look for. 

And all others of us, who have at any time par- 
took of the ſame Bounty, ought to eſteem our ſelves 
as great Debtors to the Publick for what we have 
this way received; we are not to think we are atour 
own diſpoſal, but that we are bought with a Price 
and purchaſed, to be a People zealous and ſtudious 
of good works. Which if we negleQ, we are high- 
ly ungrateful and unjuſt to otic” Fines none = 
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+;zs Children, but Uſurpers upon others ri his gab 
who: have robbed the Heirs of his Family of their Th- 
heritance. FR 7 > 
Let us therefore all of us Jabour by all means poſ- 
ſible to diſcharge our ſelves of this Obligation, by 
| being ſome way more than ordinary ſerviceable to 
God and the Publick, that ſo we may give encou-- 
ragement to perſons . piouſly diſpoſed, by the good 
fied of other mens Charity, to thelike practiſe of 
it themſelves. 554 | 
This is our Duty 1n general, more particularly 
we that have been bred up upon the ſame common 
ſtock of Charity ought, firſt, to preſerve love-and 
union amongſt our ſelves ; ſecodly, we ought to-be 
humble ; thirdly, we ought to be charitable to o- 
thers. | By nm 2 
' I, We are more particularly obliged to preſerve 
love and union amongſt our ſelves. $4; 
For our pious and charitable Foxrder having paſ- 
ſed by his ownFamily, and adopted usfor his Chil- 
dren, we thereby become Brethren, as being the 
joynt Heirs of our common Father ; and therefore we 
ought to retain the Memory of this Relation : and 
however we. may be diſpoſed of, and difperſed a- 
bout in the. World, we ought to carry the Senſeiof 
it about with us where ever we are, as a Character 
and Impreſſion that is indeleble, the effets of which 
\ we ought to manifeſt upon all occaſions, asopportu-: 
: nity offers it ſelf, by  allexpreſfions. of kindneſs and: 
$ood'will one to ahother. 395113 LE: 23 SRWO: Nod? 
Secondly, The remembrance of that charitable Re- 
| lf we have received ought to keep us humble. . 


| | S ; | | 
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_. Be ye clothed with hamibity, ſaith S. Peter, 1 Pets. 
v5. Wherehe recommends Humility to all Chriſtians, 
not as a looſe thing, which they may take up, and 
lay aſide again at pleaſure, but as their clothing, þ 
which is always tobe upon them, as a neceſfary Co- go 
vering to their Nakedneſs. Now if every Chriſtian J* 
ought ro be clad with humility as a garment, we 1 
muſt wear it as a Livery, as a ſignal and peculiar | 
Badge, whereby we are to be diſtinguiſhed from all 1 
others, and known to belong to the Houſholdof Cha- 1 
rity. | [4 - 3; 
Men that have been born to great Honoursand Ti- 3þþ 
tles, and have hadall along a continued and uninter- 'F 
rupted ſtream of Proſperity flowing in upon them, 
without being beholding to others for it, are per- 
haps under a temptation ſometimes, (though it il} ? 3 
become ther) to deſpiſe others, and overvalue them- i 
{clves: but when men of low and mean beginnings, Gb 
who have been lifted up by degrees to a baugher {ta- 4-2. 
tion, by the charitable afhiftances of others, ſhall for- F 
get themſelves and their Renefaftors, and with the [ 
reſt of the vain world be puffed up with bigh and - = 
arrogant conceits of themſelves, they expoſe them- i 
lves to the ſcorn and derifion of Mankind : For as FT 
Pride is not ſemly 1n any, ſo in them is it con- 
temptible and ridiculous. They onght to look down 
into the Pit from whence they were taken, and re- 
member that their Foundation' was 1n the du(t, the 
refletion upon which to keep them-lnyw: win 
their own eyes, and check their. lofty = rg 
and teach them the more proper Leſfons of y 
and Humihty ; which was the ſecond particular, 
Thirdly, And laſtly (to bring this diſcourſe back 
. | again 


PE 


again to the immediate Subjet of the Text) Having 
been relieved by Charity our ſelves, we are theerby 


more particularly obliged to be charitable to others, . 


.as God ſhall enable us. 
For as Charity is a Duty in all, ſo in us it is a debt, 


and what we have received in our need from others, . 


we are to refund in ſome meaſure to thole that are in 
the like Condition. | | 

How can we turn away our Faces from the Poor, 
and ſhut up the Bowels of our Compaſſion againſt 
them, when we conſider what plentiful Almes we 
have received our ſelves, without which, perhaps, 
many might have been in as low and forlorn a Con- 
dition as theſe that implore their Pity. Such a re- 
flettion upon our ſelves, and our former Condition, 
ought toencline us to Commilerate the Diſtreſles of 
others; and this is an argument God urges upon the 
Iſraelites, in a caſe nat unlike this, Levzt. 19.34. Re- 
member, ((ayes he) to be kind to the Stranger that 
. dwells among you, and love and cheriſh him as your own 
People,for ye were alſo Strangers in the Land of Mgypt. 

Ta conclude, therefore conſidering what we have 
received, we ought to abound in every good Work, 
eſpecially thoſe of Kindneſs and Charity, which are 
expected at our. Hands as an offering of Thankful- 
neſs, for the Mercies we have by the ſame means en- 
joyed. And ſo let xs take the Advice of my Text 
and the Words immediately preceding to oxr ſelves 
Verſe, 15. 16. Let #5 offer up the Sacrifice of Praiſe to 
God continually, the fruit of our Lips giving Thanks to- 
his Name; And to do Good and communicate, let us 


z0t forget, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 
FINIS. 
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